Abstract-In recent decades, more and more countries have commenced to highly value the development of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) in their societies. Great progress of legislation work has been made during the rapid spread of TCM overseas. Based on the progress of TCM legislation in different countries in the world by the measurements of the start time, finish time, driving force for legislation, established management departments etc., this paper focuses on the achievement of TCM legislation internationally and the trend of its development through some cases.
I. INTRODUCTION
As is well known, traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) has experienced a long history of development in foreign countries. In the recent years, TCM has witnessed broader prospect both at home and abroad. In China, Chinese national leaders and the general public are attaching greater importance to the development of TCM. President Xi Jinping has reiterated that, "Traditional Chinese medicine is the key to opening the treasures of Chinese civilizations". At 2017 Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation, Wang Guoqiang, Director-general of the State Administration of TCM then had systematically introduced the work progress of the industry of TCM under the guidance of the "Belt and Road" and the key works on the agenda about how to better serve the 'Belt and Road' Initiative in the future. According to the official statistics, TCM has already been spread to 183 countries and areas, and 16 overseas TCM centers have been established in the countries along 'Belt and Road' to date [1] . With the rapid spread of TCM abroad, more and more countries are thinking about how to put TCM legalized locally. Although there is still a long way to go during the course of international legislation of TCM, great progress has been made in quite a few countries, especially in some developed countries. In this sense, it's worth going back to the whole process of TCM legislation internationally to better perceive the progress and the trend of development in the future.
II. THE PROGRESS OF TCM LEGISLATION OVERSEAS
In modern society, TCM has developed at a high speed in foreign countries. More and more foreigners begin to recognize the unique value of TCM and benefit from the effective methods and treatments of TCM. To guarantee the safety of the overseas users and regulate the medical behaviors of TCM in each country, the overseas legislation of TCM has become an irreversible trend.
Due to the differences which lie in the national conditions, cultural traditions, medical systems, etc., TCM develops at varying paces in different countries. So does the legislation of TCM in these countries. In some countries, TCM legislation was proposed very early and sound laws and regulations had been enforced years ago. In some other countries, although TCM-related legislation was discussed very late but great advance has been already achieved. However, TCM has undergone a long history of development in foreign countries, and TCM legislation has been through ups and downs in the recent years. As can be clearly seen from the table above, more than thirty countries in our world have passed TCM-related legislation with different focuses. TCM legislation has witnessed different development momenta at different stages of history. Among those countries, most have passed TCM legislation or acupuncture legislation respectively. However, in Australia and Canada, the overall legislation including both TCM and acupuncture have taken into effect. In the second place, governments of the relevant countries have been playing a dominant part in promoting TCM legislation. An easy conclusion to be made is, it is important to be valued and authorized by the mainstream society and government in order to push forward the development of TCM legislation globally.
III. THE TREND OF TCM LEGISLATION OVERSEAS
According to the chart we have mapped in our research, the international legislation work has been started as early as in the 1960s in the western world, though it had not been attached as much importance to as it is today. The number of countries that have launched TCM-related legislation has increased noticeably during 1995-2005, the total number is 17. While from 2006 to 2016, the number of countries that have successfully issued TCM-related laws and regulations is 7. A solid foundation has been laid while development momentum is not as satisfying as expected for TCM has become a hot topic all over the world in recent years. Noticeably, greater efforts should be made in the legislative work in the future. However, TCM has not begun to rapidly develop in the western world until the 1990s. So far, some countries have already admitted the legal position of TCM and they have set specific departments to regulate the TCM-related affairs. The countries and regions that have successfully passed legislation for acupuncture include the state of Victoria of Australia [5] , Singapore, and the provinces of Quebec, Ontario, TerreNuevo of Canada, etc. The completion of legislation provides highly advantageous environment for the development of TCM in these places.
Take Singapore as an example. Here, the legislation for TCM has been being discussed since 1995 and progress was made a few years later. In 2000, the Singaporean Congress issued the Management Act of TCM Doctors. The main content of the act is the establishment of the administration council and registration institute of TCM. This act has an epoch-making significance in the history of medical management in Singapore. It does not only guarantee the legal status of TCM, but also installs a set of criterion for TCM [6] . However, it's still difficult to get most developed countries readily and entirely to accept TCM. A very urgent thing we need to do is to urge more countries to protect the development of TCM under the banner of TCM legal position in the future.
